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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

The Amendment, filed on April 29, 2004, has been entered and acknowledged by the 
Examiner. 

Cancellation of claim 13 has been entered. 

Claims 1-12 and 14-20 are pending in the instant application. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 1-12 and 14-20 are allowed over the prior art of record. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Regarding claim 1 , the references of the Prior Art of record fails to teach or suggest the 
combination of the limitations as set forth in claim 1, and specifically comprising the limitation of 
sintering an arc tube composition to for an arc tube, and annealing the arc tube in a vacuum, 
wherein the arc tube composition has an alumina content of about 99.99%, and wherein the 
alumina has a particle size up to about 10 ^m. 

Regarding claims 2-9 and 1 1 , claims 2-9 and 1 1 are allowable for the reasons given in 
claim 1 because of their dependency status from claim 1. 

Regarding claim 1 0, the references of the Prior Art of record fails to teach or suggest the 
combination of the limitations as set forth in claim 1 0, and specifically comprising the limitation 
of sintering an arc tube composition to form an arc tube, and annealing the arc tube in a 
pressure of about 1 0 torr, wherein said arc tube composition has an alumina content of about 
99.99%, and wherein the alumina has a particle size up to about 10 urn. 

Regarding claim 12, the references of the Prior Art of record fails to teach or suggest the 
combination of the limitations as set forth in claim 12, and specifically comprising the limitation 
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of sintering an arc tube composition having a particle size up to about 10 pan to form an arc 
tube, annealing the arc tube at a temperature from about 1000°C to about 1500°C in a pressure 
of about 1 0" 6 torr and sealing the arc tube. 

Regarding claims 14-20, claims 14-20 are allowable for the reasons given in claim 12 
because of their dependency status from claim 1 2. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the 
issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons 
for Allowance." 



Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Mariceli Santiago whose telephone number is (571) 272-2464. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:30 AM to 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nimesh Patel, can be reached on (571 ) 272-2457. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956 
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